
30 July—July 30th marks World Day against Trafficking 
in Persons. Since 1997, IOM has provided approximate-
ly 70,000 people with humanitarian, medical, legal, and 
migration support. Since the beginning of 2015, IOM 
has assisted over 4,250 people around the world, many 
of whom have been fleeing conflict.   
 
Citing the newly released study “Addressing Human 
Trafficking and Exploitation in Times of Crisis”, Director 
General William Lacy Swing stated, “In all three catego-
ries of disaster – conflict zones, natural calamities, or 
man-made disasters – we found that the lack of nor-
malcy allowed traffickers to exploit existing or crisis-
induced vulnerabilities. In conflict, the lack of rule of 
law creates a condition of impunity, where people are 
trafficked to finance war, to provide sexual services, 
and to reinforce enslavement of ethnic minorities.” 
 
The study found that this is particularly true in Libya 
and across the Levant where migrant workers, including 
day labourers and domestic workers, are facing increas-
ingly hostile and abusive working conditions. Mean-
while, the on-going conflict in Syria has forced many 
families and individuals to adopt harmful coping mech-
anisms such as forced early marriages and child labour, 
often resulting in exploitation and trafficking. The Syria 
crisis is also further impacting on the situation of mi-
grant workers across the region.  
 
In the MENA region during 2014, 411 trafficked persons 
were assisted after having experienced multiple forms 
of exploitation in North Africa, the Middle East and in 
Gulf countries. Migrant workers across the region often 

suffer from multiple abuses of their human rights and 
labour rights, including human trafficking for sexual ex-
ploitation, forced labour, slavery and slavery-like prac-
tices. Others still find themselves caught in countries in 
crises and in need of assistance, including in returning 
to and reintegrating into their countries of origin.   
 
One such case is Fartuun*, a high school graduate and 
young mother, who left her home town in Somaliland in 
2013 and set off on a migratory journey to reach Eu-
rope where she hoped to find work to eventually pay 
for an education and become a teacher. She was smug-
gled from Somaliland to Saudi Arabia and then to Libya, 
where Fartuun’s experience turned from one of smug-
gling to human trafficking. Her identity documents were 
confiscated, she was held against her will for six 
months, repeatedly abused by those who had trafficked 
and were now exploiting her, and she eventually fell 
seriously ill. 
 
Back in Somaliland, Fartuun’s mother listened to an 
IOM radio programme on the risks and dangers associ-

ated with irregular migration and decided to contact 
IOM. It took IOM in Libya over a month to find Fartuun 
in a crowded hospital. After recovering from her inju-
ries, she was reunited with her family and received spe-
cialized reintegration assistance. 
  
In addition to already established assistance programs 
like the one Fartuun benefitted from, newly launched 
6Degree is a pilot online portal that was designed by 
IOM and Microsoft as a way to supplement the meager 
per person funds available for assisting survivors to pro-
vide longer-term reintegration assistance, and to build 
public activism on an issue private citizens can now 
contribute (even very small amounts) to directly and 
easily. Target funding amounts are based on needs as-
sessment of each case and funding target determined 
by both the survivor, and already including those who 
were exploited in MENA, and IOM case worker.  
 
*Name changed for privacy protection 
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For more on the trainings, please contact Sarah Craggs at scraggs@iom.int  
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